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**xxxx Excerpt from Proceedings of the Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the Michigan Gas Association: Held at Detroit, Michigan, September 20, 21 and
22, 1905 In considering the address which custom has decreed the President of this Asociation shall make at the Meeting concluding his term of
office, it has seemed to me that the idea of withholding the subject from the previous knowledge of the members and its usual reference to a small
committee, has been a practice open to some improvement. | hope, therefore, that it may meet with the approval of the Association that this year
the address has taken the course of the papers to be presented, and that the Chairman will open it to general discussion. Certainly it has seemed to
me fitting that the review of events or the expressed opinions of a responsible officer of the Association should not be allowed to pass without the
members having such opportunity fully and promptly. The year that has passed, although not marked by any unusual advance in production
practice, has nevertheless been one of developing progress. Encouraging signs of the healthy activity and alertness of our business are to be found
in the increasing employment of technically educated men in the manufacturing and engineering departments and the application of sound and
energetic business methods in its commercial branches. This commercial development has made such rapid strides in the last few years, that it may
be looked upon as having been revolutionized. Better appointed offices, greater attention to the legitimate wants of consumers, an effort to
anticipate these wants and to create a demand for gas, is manifested now by every company of any pretensions...
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