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(OCoLC)76829096 Subject: Veterans -- Medical care -- Idaho. Excerpt: . . . 11 geriatrics and extended care. The facility provides 46 acute-care beds,
and a 32-bed extended care unit including an additional 9 beds for resident substance abuse treatment. Boises reach across Idaho is extended by
community based outpatient clinics in Twin Falls and Ontario, Oregon; and a sharing program with Mountain Home Air Force Base for pathology
and mental health services. VA also maintains outpatient clinics in eastern Idaho at Pocatello, which is maintained by our Salt Lake City VA Medical
Center; and on the western border at Lewiston, maintained by our hospital in Walla Walla, Washington. Finally, Mr. Chairman, we maintain two
Veterans Outreach Centers, or Vet Cen-ters, in Idaho, in Boise and Pocatello. These centers are part of VAs readjustment counseling service, and they
help veterans to make a successful readjustment to ci-vilian life once their service is completed. We also provide services to family mem-bers to
assist with that readjustment. Telemedicine involves the use of electronic medical information and communica-tion to provide and support health
care when distance separates the provider from the patient. Because much of Idaho is rural, we use telemedicine extensively throughout the State
to increase access to our care, especially for veterans who are in remote locations, and those who are disabled and elderly. We use telemedicine in
radiology, mental health, cardiology, pathology, dermatology, psychiatry, and in home care teleconsultations for spinal cord injury patients and for
patients with other chronic conditions. Nationally, VHA conducts more than 350, 000 consultations annually via telemedicine. We are proud of our
ability to serve Idahos 136, 000 veterans in many ways, and ...
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