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SYNTAX CHANGING OF THE VERB PHRASE FROM SHAKESPEARIAN ENGLISH TO THE
PRESENT

Grin Verlag Okt 2008, 2008. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 210x148x2 mm. This item is printed on demand - Print on Demand Titel. - Seminar
paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 2, University of Freiburg, course: The Syntax
and Semantics of the English Verb Phrase, 38 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Blake states that Shakespeare is like food and
that we take both very much for granted. It is only when we come across a passage of particular intensity in a play that we question how the
language has been employed to achieve that result, just as it is only for exotic dishes that we enquire about the ingredients (1983:1). It is definitely
astonishing how the English Language has been influenced by this incredible playwright and poet. However, it is noticeable that the English
Language has changed significantly since the Renaissance. Baugh and Cable (1993:235) argue that the English grammar in the 16th and early 17th
century is marked more by the survival of certain forms, constructions and usages that have since [then] disappeared than by any fundamental
developments .Therefore, I want to show that the syntax of the verb phrase has changed since Elizabethan times. To achieve this, I will compare
verb phrases in this term paper which occur in some of Shakespeare s plays with Modern English verb phrases. First of all, I will define the term verb
phrase . AJer that we will focus on transitive and intransitive verbs. Transitivity and intransitivity will be examined and we will analyze how its usage
has changed since Shakespearian times. Thirdly, I will talk about impersonal verbs and aJerwards we will study reflexive verbs and the
mediopassive. Finally, the passive, inchoative and reflexive meaning of transitive verbs will be...
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