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K. Ferguson, D.F.S. Thompson, The correspondence of Erasmus has never been completely translated into English, although it has long been
acknowledged to be one of the most illuminating sources for the history of northern humanism and the first two decades of the Protestant
Reformation. In his letters to and from scholars and religious leaders, printers and patrons, princes and prelates in every country of western Europe,
the interests and issues of that critical era found free expression. They are connected by the thread of Erasmus' personal experience, his joys and
sorrows, triumphs and tribulations, and his uninhibited conversation with his friends. Volume 2 contains what has survived of Erasmus'
correspondence from the beginning of 1501 to the summer of 1514. This was a period of crucial importance in the career, of Erasmus, during which
he emerged from the relative obscurity of his early years to achieve a dominant position as the acknowledged prince of Christian humanism. During
this time he acquired his hard-won mastery of Greek, adumbrated the basic concepts of his religious thought in the Enchiridion, established his
scholarly reputation with the magnificent Aldine edition of the Adagia, wrote The Praise of Folly, edited the correspondence of St Jerome, and laid
the foundations for his great edition of the Greek New Testament. Although most of the letters from this period are familiar letters to friends or
formal dedications to prospective patrons, there are occasional glimpses into the intense intellectual activity that filled these years. It is unfortunate
that the letters which have survived do not form a continuous record of the period: the years from 1502 to 1-504 are but sparsely represented, the
all- important visit to Italy...
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