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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Inorganic
Constituents of Marine Invertebrates Although many analyses of corals and molluscan Shells are on record, some important groups of organisms
have received only slight attention, and little has been done heretofore toward determimng the composition of their tests or skeletons. The few
published data, more over, have been generally but not always incomplete in certain particulars, especially with regard to the localities from which
the specimens analyzed were Obtained, the depth of water in which each creature lived, and the temperature of its habitat. Even in our own work
some of these details are lacking, but their great significance when known is strikingly evident in the study of such groups of animals as the
echinoderms and alcyonarians. Furthermore, some of the older analyses are unsatisfactory for other reasons, for many of them were made to
determine Single facts, such, for instance, as the proportion of magnesium carbonate alone; and in others such essential constituents as organic
matter were not taken into account, an omission that is especially serious, for it renders the accurate comparison of the analyses with others
impossible. In the shells of mollusks the proportion of organic matter is small, but in the echinoderms, alcyonarians, and phosphatic brachiopods it
is relatively large, ranging from 10 to even 40 per cent or more. This statement, however, must not be misconstrued; it refers, of course, only to the
specimens, dried or alcoholic, which were actually analyzed. In order to compare the analyses, therefore, so as to determine the true composition of
the inorganic Shells or skeletons, the very variable amounts of organic matter must be rejected, and the remainders recalculated to 100 per cent.
Relations then appear which are...
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