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young man. , abstract: Shakespeare's sonnets have oIen been discussed in terms of the degree of their autobiographical content. The question
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as the opaque initials 'W. H.', a dedication by Thomas Thorpe, who had published a Quarto by the title of 'Shakespeare's Sonnets. Never before
imprinted' in 1609 (Edmondson / Wells 4). Some critics were led to conclude their research with triumphant statements such as 'Shakespeare's
Sonnets. The Problems solved', a title employed by A. L. Rowse in 1964. Rowse claims to have spotted the identity of the young man, the dark lady,
the rival poet, as well as of 'W. H.'. His edition of the sonnets also includes a chapter called 'The Story: its Outlines' (24). Other critics have been
focussing less on a coherent story with identifiable characters. In their analysis, they oIen take a purely immanent stance and are more concerned
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