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*xxxx After raising three daughters, volunteering in public school special education classes for eighteen years, and sitting on several Boards serving
people with various disabilities, Jean Phillips finds herself confined to a hospital bed in her small living room with no hope of ever moving
independently again. She feels like she is in jail. As a polio survivor, she knows she had been pushing her body to its limits with all her activities, but
saying no is not easy for her. Now she has been felled by an accident and the debilitating effects of Post Polio Syndrome. She reads through the
journal her mother kept during the years Jean was in and out of hospitals as doctors tried to restore mobility to her legs and feet. She cannot
remember when she was only four and awoke one morning with a high fever, unable to walk. Soon, though, her mother u2019s words match her
memories of her childhood. She is so happy to finally come home from the hospital that first time, and she works hard with the physical therapist
who visits every day. Her mother is thrilled when she can stand holding on with only one hand. Progress is slow, but her mother u2019s faith and
Jean u2019s determination keep them from being discouraged. Although she gradually regains some strength, and is able to walk with crutches and
braces, doctors feel more can be done. She is accepted as a patient by Shriner s Hospital when she is seven years old. Immediately she is put in a
cast from her neck to below her hips in an attempt to straighten the spine. No visitors are allowed inside the...
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