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Taylor Francis Ltd, United Kingdom, 2008. Hardback. Book Condition: New. New ed.. 234 x 162 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book.
Dreambooks in Byzantium offers for the first time in English translation and with commentary six of the seven extant Byzantine oneirocritica, or
manuals on the interpretation of dreams. (The seventh, The Oneirocriticon of Achmet ibn Sereim was published previously by the author.) Dreams
permeated all aspects of Byzantine culture, from religion to literature to everyday life, while the interpretation of the future through dreams was
done by professionals (emperors had their own) or through oneirocritica. Dreambooks were written and attributed to famous patriarchs, biblical
personages, and emperors, to fictitious writers and interpreters, or were copied and published anonymously. Two types of dreambooks were
produced: short prose or verse manuals, with the dreams usually listed alphabetically by symbol; and long treatises with subject matter arranged
according to topics and with elaborate dream theory. The manuals were meant for a popular audience, mainly readers of the middle and lower
classes; their content deals with concerns like family, sickness and health, poverty and wealth, treachery by friends, fear of authorities, punishment
and honor-concerns, in other words, that pertain to the individual dreamer, not to the state or a cult. The dreambook writers drew upon various
sources in Classical and Islamic literature, oral and written Byzantine materials, and, perhaps, their own oneirocritic practices. Much of the source-
material was pagan in origin and, therefore, needed to be reworked into a Christianized context, with many interpretations given a Christian
coloring. For each dreambook the author provides a commentary focusing on analyses of the interpretations assigned to each dream-symbol;
historical, social, and cultural discussions of the dreams and interpretations; linguistic, lexical, and grammatical issues; and cross-references with
Achmet, Artemidorus, and the other Bzyantine dreambooks. There...
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